Resolution 1976-03-22 National Park Service Wildlife Management Policy by Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Michigan State University College of Law
Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law
Resolutions The (International) Association of Fish & WildlifeAgencies Conservation Collection
9-24-1976
Resolution 1976-03-22 National Park Service
Wildlife Management Policy
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/afwa_reso
Part of the Environmental Law Commons, and the Natural Resources Law Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the The (International) Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Conservation Collection at
Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Resolutions by an authorized administrator of
Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law. For more information, please contact domannbr@law.msu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Resolution 1976-03-22 National Park Service Wildlife Management Policy (1976),
Available at: http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/afwa_reso/172
Resolution 1 
HUNTER SAFETY AND CONSERVATION EDUCATION 
WHEREAS, the state, federal, and provincial wildlife agencies and other organi- 
zations concerned with the welfare of the resource recognize the imperative and 
growing need for hunter education that emphasizes an appreciation of the 
ecological interactions involved, and the role legitimate sport hunting plays in the 
management of wildlife resources; and 
WHEREAS, the hunter safety and conservation education programs sponsored 
by such agencies and organizations are being expanded to include instructions in 
ethics, sportsmanship, practical ecology, and wildlife management as well as 
safe handling of firearms; and 
WHEREAS, several states and provinces require first time purchasers of hunting 
licenses to successfully complete a course in hunter safety and conservation 
education to the benefit of the resource and the public; 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies encourages all states and provinces to require that all those who 
obtain hunting licenses for the first time successfully complete a recognized 
Hunter Safety and Conservation Education Course. 
Resolution 2 
THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM 
WHEREAS, the Fish and Wildlife Service recently circulated a draft environ- 
mental statement on the proposed program for operating the National Wildlife 
Refuge System; and 
WHEREAS, in the proposal, hunting and the hunter are relegated to a minor 
role in future use allotments for the refuges by reducing hunting opportunity 
550,000 hours on refuge land by 1985; and 
WHEREAS, the proposal degrades hunting by speaking in terms of “intentional 
killing” of protected species, possible “overharvest” of hunted species and 
causing “adverse emotional impact” on some people; and 
WHEREAS, sport hunting of waterfowl and other game species is a legitimate 
recreational pastime and a productive use of a renewable resource; and 
WHEREAS, the hunter has contributed substantially in many ways to the 
establishment, expansion, and success of the National Wildlife Refuge System; 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies decries the discrimination against hunters and hunting in the 
proposed program for the National Wildlife Refuge System, and strongly urges 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to amend the proposal to recognize the positive role 
the hunter has played in growth of the Refuge System; to acknowledge the 
legitimacy of the hunting activity; and, to provide for increased hunting oppor- 
tunity on refuge lands. 
Resolution 3 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT POLICY 
WHEREAS, the National Park Service has endorsed a policy of “self-regulation” 
for wildlife populations within National Parks which would subject animals only to 
natural mortality factors such as predators, parasites, disease and starvation; and 
WHEREAS, in the case of large herbivores, such a policy usually results in 
deterioration of the forage, soil resources, and quality of waters essential to wild- 
life populations long before natural mortality brings the populations in balance 
with food supplies; and 
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WHEREAS, natural migrations to and from the Parks, as well as forced emigration 
from the Parks, could result in damage to forage and soil resources outside the 
Parks, and could also expedite the transmission of parasites and disease to healthy 
animals; and 
WHEREAS, the National Park Service, in an endeavor to make the “self- 
regulation” policy succeed is advocating major expansions of National Parks to 
completely encompass wildlife ecosystems; and 
WHEREAS, expansion of National Park boundaries in many instances would 
encroach on National Forest lands and preclude sport hunting, an acknowledged 
means of controlling overpopulations of wildlife; and 
WHEREAS, this loss of control over wildlife populations would result in a 
substantial loss of recreational hunting and fishing, as well as a waste of animal 
protein; 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies opposes the expansion of parks solely for the purpose of en- 
compassing the ecosystem of one or more species of wildlife; and that jurisdiction 
over fish and resident wildlife as well as the management thereof, shall be 
expressly reserved unto the respective state or states. 
Resolution 4 
ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL 
WHEREAS, Executive Order 11643 of February 8, 1972, and a subsequent action 
by the Environmental Protection Agency effectively eliminated certain chemicals 
for use in animal damage control programs; and 
WHEREAS, these actions have restricted research to the extent no new 
chemicals have been developed that are approvable for control; and 
WHEREAS, Congress has failed to pass meaningful legislation to establish new 
programs of chemical research; and 
WHEREAS, predator numbers in some states have grown to the point that 
adverse impacts are occurring to livestock and some wildlife species; and 
WHEREAS, a recent decision by EPA has permitted the operational use of the 
M-44 for protection of domestic livestock, but not wildlife; 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies urges the Fish and Wildlife Service to continue to seek funds 
and implement research programs to develop species specific chemicals for use in 
animal damage control; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Environmental Protection Agency be strongly 
urged to amend its predatory animal control guidelines to allow use of the “M-44” 
in management of wildlife. 
Resolution 5 
UTILIZATION OF FURBEARERS 
WHEREAS, the fur resource historically has been and currently is a renewable 
resource with important economic and social values; and 
WHEREAS, the states and provinces of North America continue to protect, 
enhance, and manage furbearer populations within their respective jurisdictions; 
and 
WHEREAS, the leg-hold trap is an important tool of sound furbearer manage- 
ment used to protect public health, agriculture, wildlife habitat and other wildlife 
populations; and 
WHEREAS, such furbearers should be utilized and managed prudently and 
taken as humanely as possible; 
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